


































23. In his letter of 16 Mar 1857, Amos Jewett responded to T.C. 's concern about lack of "protection" in Minnesota 
Territory: "If you entertain such liberal ideas of the all potent power of Congress in regard to the Territory why do 
you not look to that for protection. What measures have you taken to secure aid from the U.S. Army. But 
affectionately dear brother I feel a deep-toned sympathy and an earnest solicitude in your behalf--surrounded as you 
are by the hardships privations & dangers to which a pioneer is exposed. Yet I am aware that no one can be so 
sensitive to the neglect shown you as you who are its object. I cannot see wherein Minnesota has been more 
neglected than any of the other territories under other administrations. Every Government of course has its 
imperfections. But all I have to say in regard to the Officers of the Administrations army, the Indians, and turning 
them loose among defenceless settlers there--is that I don't believe it. The idea is simply ridiculous." (Original letter 
is in the possession of Grant Jewett Sharman of Coming, NY.) 

In the History of Meeker County ( 1877), by A.C. Smith, the following description is given of "The Indian War 
of 1862": ''The Indian War formed a tragical episode in the history of Meeker County. About 11 o'clock A.M., of 
Sunday, the 17th of August, 1862, the first deliberate massacre of the brutal Sioux outbreak took place 13 miles west 
of Forest City in the town of Acton .... Six Indians ... deliberately shot five persons .... This was the 
commencement of that terrible Indian scourge, which resulted in the massacre of about nine hundred whites, on the 
frontier of Minnesota in the fall of 1862" (p. 38). One survivor of this outbreak was Mrs. Ann Baker's 18-month-old 
grandson, who was "totally unconscious of its tragic surroundings" and "was lying upon the floor where it appeared 
to have cried itself to sleep" (p. 39). According to Smith, "The child was brought to Forest City and kept some 
months by Mr. and Mrs. [T.C.) Jewett and subsequently placed in charge of Mr. Charles H. Ellis of Otsego, Wright 
County, since which time we have lost rrack of him" (p. 41 ). [Note by Lee Jewett Petry: The Sioux Uprising in 1862 
was "the most savage Indian uprising in the nation's history. ln less than one week in August, the Sioux went on 
a rampage throughout Minnesota that left hundreds of white people dead. The exact number will never be known. 
Life on the frontier was unregulated and unregistered, and many settlers were slaughtered in their isolated cabins and 
their remains never recovered. Estimates of the death toll range from four hundred to two thousand .... Nearly forty 
thousand settlers became refugees, abandoning their possessions and their farms and towns over a ten-thousand­
square-mile area. In ten Minnesota counties, not a house or a store or a living white person remained untouched." 
Over the Earth I Come: The Great Sioux Uprising of 1862, Duane Schultz, 1992, p. 5.) 

T.C. Jewett's participation in the Sibley Guards as "T.C. Jewett, 3d Corporal," appears in the Roster of the Sibley 
Guards, Commanded by Captain George C. Whitcomb. They were raised at Forest City, at the opening of the lndian 
War, and served actively in and about Glencoe, Forest City and Hutchinson for nearly two months, participating in 
several sharp encounters with the Indians (Photocopy of the full roster provided by Lee Jewett Petry, Historian of 
the JF A, with a letter to Jean M. Ward, 5 Apr 1996). According to A.C. Smith, who appears as a private in the roster 
of the Sibley Guards and later authored the History of Meeker County, "G.C. Whitcomb claimed to be Captain by 
virtue of Col. [H.H.) Sibley's commission" of Whitcomb on Aug 20, 1862 (p. 48). The men were mustered in on 
24 Aug 1862, followed by an election of officers, including T.C. Jewett as 3d Corporal. Smith recalled: "Forty-four 
Springfield Muskets were distributed to the men as far as they went--remainder unarmed, except with a few Belgian 
guns that had been received from some quarter, and as it was thought best to have the men armed, all mounted, and 
as we had but 15 horses and it was ascertained that a party of skedadlers were yet lingering in Kingston, a detail was 
made to the extent of all the horses on hand, with a man and gun on each, to go to Kingston and seize horses" (pp. 
48-49). Seven privates aod eight officers, including T.C. Jewett, were sent to Kingston, where a state of martial law 
was declared and they "cabbaged 23 horses" (History of Meeker County, p. 49). 
24. Meeker County, Minnesota, p. 308. 
25. Two specific references have been found to T.C. Jewett's travel to Louisiana ca. 1863. The first appears in his 
biography, which was published in Meeker County, Minnesota in 1888, while T.C. was still li ving: "The next year 
[1863) he spent on the 'abandonded lands' of Louisiana, where he raised cotton" (pp. 308-9). The second reference 
is found in the Litchfield News ledger obituary for Col. T.C. Jewett, 30 Aug 1900: "He took a prominent part in 
the Indian war of 1862 and subsequent to the war spent a year or more in Louisiana." 

Evidently T.C. was still in the South in Nov of 1864. when his mother wrote the following to a brother ofT.C.: 
"We received a note from Lyman P Warren a week ago of enquiery asking information from Carlos & Wife stateing 
he received a letter from her date Sept. 4th saying she was going to her husband on the mississippi below Vicksburg 
& she would write again soon but had heard nothing from her since. she was then in Mineapolis when she wrote. 
We have heard nothing from Carlos since May" (Sylvia Haradon Jewett to Amos Jewett, 27 Nov 1864; original letter 
in possession of Grant Jewett Sharman of Coming, NY). 
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26. Meeker County, Minnesota, p. 309. T.C. was apparently a familiar character in Litchfield even before he made 
his permanent move there in 1887. The Litchfield S.R. reported the following on 7 Aug 1886: "We met T.C. Jewett 
on the street this morning. He was wearing a white stove-pipe hat, a fine cane, and the dignity of a railroad king. 
In a few minutes conversation he disclosed that he regarded himself as possessing good foundation for the last. He 
told us he had reliable information that the St. C.M. & A.R.R. would be built through from Richmond to Hutchinson, 
and that he himself was about to establish a line from Litchfield to Omaha, via Lake Lillian. As to the substantial 
foundation for the latter be avers he is backed by an unlimited capital of brass and wind (the capital on which most 
roads are built), and is confident the line will be built" (Photocopy from the Meeker Historical Society to Jean M. 
Ward in 1994). 
27. Obituaries in the Litchfield News Ledger, 30 Aug 1900, and the Litchfield S.R., 25 Aug 1900. 
28. A photocopy of the original appointment memorandum by President Grover Cleveland was sent to Jean M. Ward 
by the Meeker County Historical Society in 1994. The handwritten memorandum reads: 
"Executive Mansion Washington Mch 21st 1889 
I hereby present the name of TC Jewett as commissioner to Alaska for confirmation by the Senate of the United 
States. 
Given under my band this 21st day of March 1889 
G Cleveland Pres U.S." 

In A Sitka Chronology, 1867-1987, by R. N. De Armond, the following is noted for 1889: "March 2 [sic)--T. 
Carlos Jewett became U.S. Commissioner, succeeding John G. Brady, who had served since 1884" (p. 18). (This 
information was provided by Ana Lea Vincent, Archivist of the Sitka Historical Society, with a letter to Jean M. 
Ward, I Dec 1995.) 
29. The following was included in an obituary for "Co l. T.C. Jewett" in the Litchfield News Ledger, 30 Aug 1900, 
"During the last Cleveland administration he was appointed and served a couple of years as U.S. Commissioner at 
Sitka, Alaska." (Why T.C. was sometimes referred to as "Col." has not been determined, but this was possibly an 
honorific and not a substantive title.) 

The uncertainty of his position as Commissioner is mentioned in two of T.C. Jewett' s letters from Sitka, Alaska. 
After serving as U.S. Commissioner for about a year, he wrote: "Though my position is not lucrative, yet holding 
under an adverse Administration there are many with an inordinate hankering after my scalp. Each one believing that 
were r out of the way, he could get and fill my shoes. Whoever gets it will have the balance as enemies, and who 
will then suddenly become my friends--all remembering and vieing with each other in telling what a good man Judge 
Jewett was for the position. But such is the fate in politics, love and war" (Letter to Clara A. Jewett at Riceville, IA, 
30 Apr 1890). "The emoluments of my position--though I get fees over and above the $1,000.00 per year salary--arc 
so meagre and living so expensive, that there is not much to be made. The expenses of the trip which the 
Government declined to pay will be at least $500.00, and adverse Administration are liable to take my devoted scalp 
at any time. Though I may remain, I would not be compelled to stay my four years out for a deed of Alaska" (Letter 
to "Dear Sister" [Anna Maria Jewett Garnett) at Homby, NY, 14 May 1890). 
30. Full date of the marriage is given in Meeker County, Minnesota, p. 309. Place of the marriage has not yet been 
identified. 
31. Obituary notice for "Mrs. Pomroy Warren," Litchfield S.R., 15 Jan 1887. 
32. Troubles between T .C. and Annie were documented as early as 1886, when T.C. wrote the following startling 
account to his brother Amos, from Batavia, NY: "I saw Annie at Taylor' s last night. I went in without knocking and 
was ordered out--But I did not go. And five bullies jumped on to me and hurt me and tore my clothes badly putting 
me out. I got my knife out for self defense--but there were too many for me and wrenched it from me and kept it. 
and then sent for the Sheriff to arrest me--1 waited a while for him--and then went to a private house and staid but 
not to sleep--and came here this morning and was on the streets here all the forenoon, but have not been molested. 
May be they have sent to Coming Write me here and let me know if you have heard anything--this morning I called 
on the Baptist minister and stated my case fairly--and asked him to help me--Annie was all right--and nothing but 
Deacon Fargo and family between us--Hastily Carlos 
I shant run away from an arrest--and am undecided as to my course. Have an appointment with the minister 
tomorrow evening." (Original of this letter, dated 19 Mar I 886, is in the possession of Grant Jewett Sharman of 
Coming, NY.) 

The reasons for this fracas and apparent domestic trouble are not clear; however, clues might be found in earlier 
correspondence between T.C. and his brother Amos. On 16 Mar 1857, more than two years before T.C.'s marriage, 
Amos wrote from Homby, NY, to T.C., in Minnesota, and noted: "You d id not write me of the termination of your 
affair with Miss Lovina Morse. I wish you would do so." On 9 May 1882, after T.C. had been married for over 
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twenty years, he wrote from Litchfield, MN, to Amos at Homby, NY: "I arrived home at one oclock A.M. on the 
24th ult. Had a good time with W. Armstrong--Staid at Baldwin's over Sunday--and until Wednesday--going to see 
Lovina 18 miles away and staying one night there. Talk about your romance. But let that pass. When I have more 
time I will elaborate--for an age was crowded into a moment and its recollection will ever remain a hallowed spot 
in the foreground of memory .... Tell Sarah [wife of Amos], that I wonder if you have seen Mrs. Curtiss since. 
Why cant you have such a wife as mine? She knows that I am allright!" (Original letters are in the possession of 
Grant Jewett Sharman of Coming, NY.) 

In Meeker County, Minnesota, published in 1888, the difficulties between T.C. and his wife are mentioned, and 
the wording is probably T.C. 's: "She [Annie (Warren) Jewett] has recently parted from her husband through the 
machinations of her friends, as have six out of eight of her sisters" {p. 309). 

In a number of his letters from Sitka, Alaska, T.C. referred to his marital situation. "But T.C. generally gets 
there--especiallywhen no longer handicapped by that cold, pityless, remorseless he woman from whom through the 
court I am now freed by the laws of the State if not by those of the church and Heaven" (Letter to Nelson M. Jewett, 
at Riceville, IA, 31 May 1889). "On the 11th of Apl last (after leaving Litchfield), I was freed by the laws of 
State--if not of Church and Heaven--from that cold, remorseless, treacherous and perjured he woman who in her 
vindictive spite and malignant revenge helped my enemies to the finest, well stocked farm in Minnesota, at her 
husband's expense and loss of it. And any one of whose family would piss ice water the 4th of July" (Letter to Amos 
Jewett at Homby, NY, 7 Nov 1889). "Now, my former wife wants me to send her money to come to Alaska with. 
But I have made other arrangements" (Letter to Clara A. Jewett at Riceville, IA, 30 Aug 1890). 

The Litchfield S.R. obituary of25 Aug 1900 does not name T.C. 's wife: "Colonel Jewett was married in November 
1859, but more than 20 years later she parted from him and is now a resident in the east." No mention of T.C.'s 
marriage appears in the Litchfield News Ledger obituary of 30 Aug 1900. 
33. In the Meeker County, Minnesota (1888) biography of T.C. Jewett, the statement is made that T.C. and Annie 
(Warren) Jewett had no children: "They had no children, but have raised several orphans" (p. 309). Curiously enough, 
there is no mention of B.D. [Dassel] Jewett in this biography as either an adopted or biological son. The only child 
named is Emma [Peterson] Jewett, an "adopted orphan," who was born in 1860 and adopted in 1870. 

When referring to the marriage of T.C. Jewett and Annie Warren Jewett, the Litchfield S.R. obituary of 25 Aug 
1900 noted: "No children came of this union, though a number of orphans were adopted by them, among them Emma 
Jewett, now a resident of New York." At the same time, the obituary noted: "The funeral arrangements will not be 
made until the arrival of the Colonel's son, Dassel Jewett, from Minneapolis today, who was notified last night by 
telephone, his address having been found among papers in his father's desk." 

B.D. [Dassel) Jewett is also named as T.C. 's son in the Litchfield News Ledger obituary of 28 Aug 1900: "[H]is 
son, B.D. Jewett of Minneapolis" was "present at the funeral." 
34. Dassel is mentioned in several letters written by T.C. to Jewett relatives. On 9 May 1882, T.C. wrote from 
Litchfield, MN, to his brother Amos: "Tell Lizzie & Laurie [daughters of Amos] that their brevet cousin Dassel asks 
a great many questions about them" (original letter in possession of Grant Jewett Sharman of Coming, NY). Letters 
from Alaska, in 1889 and 1900, show that T.C. took Dassel Jewett with him to Sitka in 1889, which makes the 
absence of Dassel in lhe 1888 Meeker County, Minnesota biography curious. 

From Sitka, T.C. Jewett wrote: "Dassel got himself a job in the Ba-san-off Hotel--first class--where I get my 
meals--first as a dishwasher & chore boy--then as a dining room man, and is now officiating as steward. He licked 
the chinese cook the first morning before breakfast and has a fight or two with the indians every day" (Letter to 
Nelson M. Jewett at Riceville, lA, 31 May 1889). "Dassel is at school. He has grown remarkably, and is doing finely 
with his studies. He works in a private family at kitchen work for his board and sleeps with me" (Letter to Clara 
A. Jewett at Riceville, IA, 6 Nov 1889). "I arrived here Apt. 24th. Dassel is with me and going to school--not only 
supporting himself but has contributed largely to supporting me, and laying up money besides. He is a trimmer for 
making money--reserved and retiring in his manner, but dauntless in everything, and can lick any Siwash, Russian 
or Chinaman in Alaska" (Letter to Amos Jewett at Hornby, NY, 7 Nov 1889). "I am losing money like blazes on 
seal skins every day. Once, though Dassel and I pooled and 'blowed in' our last nickel, by not having money enough 
to buy out the lot" (Letter to Amos Jewett at Homby, NY, 11 Jan 1890). "Dassel is working for $16.00 and board 
per month--cook in a private family of three--and attends the stable with six head of stock--no horses. There [are] 
only two horses, lately arrived, in Sitka, and belonging to The Mission--and two old broken down mules" (Letter 
to Clara A. Jewett at Riceville, IA, 30 Apr 1890). 

The Aug 1900 newspaper obituaries for T.C. Jewett state that Dassel Jewett was residing in Minneapolis, MN, at 
the time of T.C's death. 
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35. This rather extensive description of Emma [Peterson] Jewett and her accomplishments as an "equestrienne" is 
taken from the Meeker County, Minnesota ( 1888) biography of T.C. Jewett and was probably provided by him (p. 

309). 
36. I was surprised to find this report of Emma Jewett's record-breaking race at Rochester, NY, in the New 
Northwest, 6 Oct 1881, a weekly newspaper published in Portland, Oregon. Sheldon Jewett (14,222), a first cousin 
of T.C. and Amos Jewett, wrote on 14 Nov 1886: "We were at Rochester & saw Emma Jewett Ride at the fair--went 
to the Rodeo[?] and Saw her." (Original of this letter, which was written by Sheldon Jewett at Custer, PA, to Amos 
Jewett in Hornby, NY, is in the possession of Grant Jewett Sharman of Corning, NY.) 
37. Meeker County, Minnesota (1888), p. 309. 
38. As explained in earlier endnotes, the parentage of B. Dassel Jewett is unclear. 

Father Time takes its Toll 

Fred D. Cavinder, Correspondent, The Indianapolis Star 

Shelbyville IN - Time has taken its 
toll on most of the tollgate houses 
that once guarded roadways in 
Indiana. But one survives in rural 
Shelby County, a monument to the 
past and to a preservation-minded 
community. 

"We kept it painted and integrated 
it into the rest of the fann buildings," 
John R. Jewett said. He is among the 
sixth generation of Jewetts who have 
owned a fann near the tiny 
community of Marion, northeast of 
Shelbyville. 

The 456 acres are farmed by 
Marlin Everhard, who lives nearby, 
But Jewett, who lives on 
Indianapolis' Northside, and his 
sister, Marilyn Yoe of Muncie, visit 
the old homestead, and their children 
and grandchildren frequently spend 

time at what now is called Broadview Fann . The toll gate house was moved from the old Knightstown Road at the 
edge of the fann some time ago. Jewett said he believes the date on the house, 1869, represents the year it was 
moved. 

The route past the farm once was the road bed for a railroad line between Shelbyville and Knightstown, Jewett 
said. When the rails were abandoned, it was turned into a wagon route, then made into a corduroy road. Corduroy 
roads were constructed by placing trees across the road bed to foil mud. When a road was improved in this way or, 
later, covered with gravel, private financing often was used. Toll houses were established to charge travelers a fee 
to recoup construction costs. Toll keepers often lived in the toll houses. Travelers going to funerals, soldiers traveling 
while on duty, or worshippers going to meetings on Sunday were exempt from the tolls. Jewett recalled that during 
his high school days growing up on the fann , the road was gravel. It now is paved. Some time after the toll house 
was moved, a fireplace was added, Jewett said. The structure, which only is about I 0 feet by 12 feet, often was used 
as a smoke house, he said. "It was always full of hanging bacon and ham and such," he said. 

When removed from the roadway, the toll house was placed behind the main house on the farm, adjacent to the 
small garage, as one of the fann outbuildings. The relocation and care by the Jewett family, which obtained the farm 
via a land grant in 1822, has contributed to survival of the building. It is now used to store items, including wooden 
wagon wheels, which, like toll houses, are becoming a thing of the past. 

Jewett, an executive with F.C. Tucker Realtors, thinks his great-grandfather may have moved the building, saving 
it for study in an era when travel had progressed far past perilous passage on a road bed of trees. 
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Bishop 
Irma Louise (Mary) 50 

Brigham 
Bruce D. 44 
Dorothy Jewett 44 

Ca yard 
Paul, Captain 52 

Cefalu 
Loretta 50 

Danforth 
Lucinda 53 
Pennilia 53 

Drewry 
David Bemrose 53 

Eaton 
Alfred 54 

Ferry 
Louisa/Loisa 54 

Garnett 
Benjamin 55 
Charles 55 
Lorinda A. (Jaynes) 55 

Goldman 
Robert Francis 50 
Shirley Delphine (Jewett) 50 

Gordon 
Annette (Basgall) 50 
Daniel Paul 50 
Marcy Leigh 50 

Haradon 
Sylvia 54 

Herrmann 
Theodore V. 44 

Higgins 
Jeanne 50 

Hughes 
Edwina 50 

Hunt 
Daniel Scott 50 

Jackson 
Elizabeth 50 

Jewett 
Adelia 53 
Alan D. 44 
Anna Maria/Mariah 55 
Auo 53 
B.D. [Dassel] 56 
Benjamin 54 
Betsey 53 
Betsy S4 
Braman 53 
Charles 53 

Index 

Jewett 
Clark S3 
Dassel 56 
Elizabeth "Betsie" 55 
Emeroy 53 
Emma Peterson 56 
Eveline 53 
Freeborn "Garry" Jr. 51 
George 53 
George Jr. 53 
George W. 44 
Gerorge Frederick "Fritz" Jr. 

52 
Glanville 53 
Granton L. 44 
Hannah (Butler) 54 
James R. 44 
James Richard 52 
Jerusha 54 
Joan (Lewis) 51 
John R. 63 
Lucy Katherine 50 
Michael R. 44 
Miranda S3 
Morris/Munnis 54 
Munnis W. 54 
Nancy Wells 44 
Natalie 44 
Pliny 53 
Prutia 53 
Richard Lee 44 
Robert 44 
Roland C. 44 
Rosina 53 
Russell E. 44 
Samuel D. 53 
Sophrona/Sophronia 54 
Susan/Susannah 54 
Suvamard 53 
Theodosia 53 
Thomas 54 
Thomas Carlos ''T.C." 55 
Willard 44 
William 44, S3 

King 
Sarah Jewett 44 

Loney 
Angela Marie 50 

Loranz 
Alfred B. 44 

Maradin 
Biserka Margaret SO 
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Maradin 
Jelena (Marsic) 50 
Josip 50 

Mary 
Loretta Elizabeth (Jewett) 50 
Milton B. 50 

McGehee 
Cecelia J. 44 

Melancon 
Elizabeth 50 

Messer 
Nelson 54 

Moncure 
Gladys Jean (Thomson) 50 
Solomon Wright Jewett 50 

Nash 
William W. 44 

Palmer 
Abel 54 
Artemesia 55 
Catherine 55 
Desdemonda 55 
Guy 55 

Perry 
Daniel 54 

Petry 
Lee Jewett 44 

Prados 
Edwina Victoria (Mary) SO 
Wilfred Oliver Jr. 50 

Roan 
Marion Louise (Brown) 50 

Sleeter 
Elsie (Sperry) so 
Gordon Brien 50 
Jeremy 50 

Smith 
Marvin 55 

Stitt 
Dorothy Jewett 44 
Thomas P. 44 

Stone 
James 53 

Thomson 
Harry S. 50 
J.H. (Kruse) 50 

Toso 
Alice 50 

Tuttle 
Lucinda 54 

Warren 
Harriet (Buell) 56 



Warren 
Joanna "Annie" 56 
Pomeroy 56 

Whitfield 
Scott Alfred 50 

Woodcock 
Melatiah ("Milly") 54 

Worden 
Fred Jones 50 
Frederick Jewett 50 
Ruth Ashwell (Smith) 50 

Yoe 
Marilyn (Jewett) 

Young 
Mark Bennet 50 
Mildred Josephine (Mary) 50 
Robert Joseph 50 
Wayne Joseph 50 
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