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Dues, Membership, Address Changes 

 
Gregory L. Jewett 
Jewett Family Secretary 
255Agners Mill Road 
Lexington, VA 24450 

 
Family additions, corrections, births, 

marriages and deaths, please forward to: 
 

                        Carri A. Cole 
 Jewett Family Historian 
 3444 Lincoln Street 
 Highland, IN  46322 
 carri_indiana@yahoo.com 
 
 

Information for future newsletters: 

 

 Thomas Jewett 
 Newsletter Editor 
 525 Oak Hill Drive 
 Sayre, PA 18840 
                        (570) 888-0211 
 TJEWETT.GEO@YAHOO.COM 
 
 

Jewett Website 

 
Jewett Family member, Rodney Jewett has 
volunteered to host and maintain his Jewett 
website for our benefit. He does own the domain 
name. You can access the website at 
www.jewett.org. Back issues of the newsletter, 
and yearbooks have been added. Current issues of 
the newsletter are not available at this time but 
will be added at a later date.  
 
 

Facebook Sites of Interest 
 
Jewett Families of America Site: 
www.Facebook.com/JewettFamilyOfAmerica 
 
Jewett Family Group Page: by Tal Hazelden 
www.facebook.com/groups/239945182856883/ 
 
 
 

From the Editor’s Desk 
 
Thank you to Carrie Cole, James Jewett, Amy 
Brigham, Martha Mobley, Richard Jewett, Toni 
Chavez, Esther Jewett and Greg Jewett for their 
contributions to this edition of the Quarterly. 
Your time and efforts are most appreciated.  
Please forward any birth, death and marriage 
information to both the family historian, see left, 
and myself, for inclusion in an upcoming 
newsletter. 
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Reflections from Rowley 
 
 
The 2015 Reunion is finished and I think all that attended enjoyed themselves. We only had about 35 
members and those who did not bless us with their presence missed some great opportunities. Before the 
reunion I heard all the usual excuses as to why you wouldn’t be there. It is too hot - the weather was perfect, 
there is nothing else to do in the area – FALSE, there is tons to do in the 
area, I have/don’t have children in school (take your pick but it has nothing 
to do with the subject anyway. It boils done to the simple fact that the 
membership needs to support the JFA by attending functions and paying 
dues/publication fees. The first reunion I attended was in 1989 and it had so 
many members there (well over 200) that there were two sittings for the 
catered luncheon and there was difficulty taking the group photograph. This 
year we were able to get everyone in a standard photo in front of the church. 
Greg Jewett did a marvelous job of planning and executing and Esther took a 
ton of pictures which will show up everywhere. A special thanks to Philip 
and Julia who manned the registration desk. We were treated to several 
performances of the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Reenactors which 
was very educational and much fun - the 54th was the first all Black 
Regiment and saw much action in the Civil War. The reenactors take on the role of specific soldiers and try to 
understand what they were all about. On Saturday afternoon we were entertained by a discussion and showing 
of Marta Mobley’s movie “Amish Grace” about when a gunman killed five Amish children and injured five 
others in a Nickel Mines, Pennsylvania schoolhouse shooting in October of 2006. The world media attention 
rapidly turned from the tragic events to the extraordinary forgiveness demonstrated by the Amish community. 
Thanks to everyone who attended and made the Reunion happen and shame on those who didn’t participate. 
 

The book Early Jewett Gravestones in the Rowley Burial Ground by JFA Directors 
Barbara Shaw and Bernice (Bunny) Mansir (also known as the twins) was ready at the 
reunion. The book is almost 100 pages long and contains pictures of all of the 39 early 
Jewett gravestones in the “old” part of the Rowley Burial Ground as well as information 
linking the individuals to all the major reference sources available. Barbara and Bernice 
have spent a tremendous amount of time compiling and organizing this information in 
the book and it should be a good reference for anyone interested in researching these 
early Jewetts. You can purchase your copy by sending payment of $30.00 (includes 
$5.00 for postage) made out to the JFA to me at 114 West St, Medway, MA 02053 and I 
will get a copy to you. 

 
We still have not heard from many members about payment of the publication fee / dues for calendar year 
2015. Less than half of the people on the mailing list pay dues or publication fees each year. Please help us 
improve our collection percentage so that more people are paying for the services they receive. Printing and 
mailing the quarterlies is the biggest expense the JFA encounters. 
 
Toujours le même, 
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In Sympathy 
 
Brian David Jewett, descendant of Walter P. Jewett JFA #17,227) age 55, of Fort Wayne, passed away on 
Thursday, July 23, 2015, at Parkview Regional Medical Center. Born March 18, 1960 in Boston, Mass., he 
was the son of Laura (Mc-Carthy) Jewett, and the late Walter H. Jewett. Brian was an HVAC technician for 
over 30 years and most recently employed by T&T Heating and Plumbing. He enjoyed RC Cars, golfing, 
camping and riding his Harley Davidson. "He loved his family and grandchildren with his whole heart and 
will be greatly missed." Surviving are his loving wife, Theresa (Rauch) Jewett of Fort Wayne; daughter, 
Susan Eiler of Fort Wayne; son, Josh (Andrea) Jewett of Columbia City, Ind.; five grandchildren, Brianna, 
Kameron, Kaleb, Brody, and Kaylee; sisters, Jeanne (David) Powers of Stoughton, Mass. and Kym (Marc) 
Rioux of Norfolk, Mass.; brothers, Todd (Tammy) Jewett and Scott (Marie) Jewett, both of Fort Wayne. He 
was also preceded in death by his grandson, Calyen.  
Submitted by Deborah Jewett 

 

Robert L. Jewett (JFA #25,811), age 87, was a resident of Island Lake, IL for 20 years and formerly of the 
Northwest Suburbs. Robert was the beloved husband of the late Marolyn; loving father of R. Lee (Joyce), 
Glenn, David and Timothy (Dana); cherished grandfather of Joshua, Daniel, Eli and the late Lucas; proud 
great grandfather of Joshua and Luke; dear brother of Patricia. Robert was born July 24, 1927 in Dallas, TX, 
to Noah Brooks Jewett (JFA #25,810) and Alice Georgia Paxton, and passed away Sunday, July 5, 2015, at 
Good Shepherd Hospital in Barrington, IL. Robert was a United States Navy Veteran during World War II. 
He was an active member of the American Legion Post # 911 in Wauconda and a former Scout Master of Boy 
Scout Troop # 209 in Palatine.  
Reprinted from the Chicago Tribune  

July 7, 2015  

 
Deane N. Jewett, age 92, passed away Wednesday July 15, 2015 at the Culpeper Baptist Home, Culpeper, 
Virginia.  He was born July 5, 1923 in New Britain, CT to Walter Cleveland and Helen Ester (Schrey) Jewett. 
Deane served in the U.S. Navy during WWII. He was a graduate of Henry Ford Trade School, and owner of 
Proficient Engineering Ind. Inc., and Mid-Western Processes.  He was preceded in death by his wife, Dorothy. 
His surviving children are Marsha (Calvin) Jewett, Nancy (Jerry) Getz, and Keith (Mary) Jewett; 8 
grandchildren, and 15 great-grandchildren.  Note:  Walter Cleveland was born in Northampton, 
Massachusetts 3 Apr 1885, son of Walter Jewett who was born 2 Aug 1857 in , Ecclesall Bierlow Yorkshire, 
England, late migration but given from where he came from, very likely a distant cousin 
 
James Edward Jewett, age 76, of Richmond, went home to be with the Lord Thursday, July 16, 2015, at his 
home surrounded by family.  Born March 9, 1939, in Harriman, Tennessee, to Arthur Charles and Mary 
Wilma Bagwell Jewett, Jim lived most of his life in Richmond. He was a U.S. Navy veteran. Jim was retired 
from Dana Corporation where he was an electrician. He was a sports enthusiast and videotaped Union County 
Speedway races as well as Centerville sporting events. Jim also enjoyed playing Bingo. He was a man that 
had no enemies.  Survivors include his wife of 49 years, Judith Ann Paxton Jewett, to whom he was married 
on October 23, 1965; son, James Arthur Jewett of Richmond; granddaughter, Kennady Payton Jewett of 
Richmond; grandson. D.J. Stikeleather of Richmond; brothers, Charles (Lois) Jewett, Jerry Jewett, and 
Donald (Sandy) Jewett, all of Richmond; sisters, Barbara Dillon and Brenda (Everett) Warren, both of 
Richmond and Pat (Donny) Willis and Pam (Buford) Cook, both of Oakdale, Tennessee; nieces; nephews; and 
many friends.  He was preceded in death by his parents.  (Currently an unconnected family line) 
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Douglas M Jewett Born July 3, 1943  Died October 18, 2014  (18,235) 

                                                                                 
This is not something I thought I would be 
having to do now, so soon, so unexpected.  It has 
taken me 10 months to try and get this done.  
The obituary of my dad, Douglas Jewett.  The 
hero of heroes, stubborn yet was giving to those 
in need.  He was born June 3rd or July 3rd, 1943, 
depending what record book you are looking at 
in Lewiston, Oriente Cuba.  He was 1 of 16 born 
to Clyde and Antonia Jewett.   At the age of 17 
he left Cuba because they broke relations with 
the US.   At the age of 18 he joined the United 
States Marine Corps where he served 4 years 
and during that time served a tour in Vietnam.  

In Dec 1964 he became a firefighter for the City of Miami Fire Dept.  In Oct 1973 he became a firefighter for 
the Metro Dade Fire Dept. and retired in June 1998.  In those years he became very well known for being a 
top notch firefighter.  Saved many lives and trained many fellow firefighters and new recruits.  He started the 
Urban Search and Rescue team for Dade County.  He worked for the U.S. State Dept. training other 
firefighters in and around the world, the special rescue skills needed in large scale disasters such as 
earthquakes and plane crashes.  He led the rescue team that went into Mexico during the quake of 1985.  He 
flew the American Flag over his team’s camp in Russia near the epicenter of the Armenian earthquake of 
1988 (against instructions by the State Dept.)  He and his team met with President Reagan upon return from 
Russia and were told not to touch him, or hand him anything.  What did my dad do, he pulled a firefighter 
patch out of his pocket and handed it to the President causing a stir with the secret service.  That, along with 
that “do what I feel” attitude, got him no longer working for the State Dept., but it didn’t stop him from 
continuing to save lives and assist in many other disasters and train others in the US and other countries.  That 
was my dad, didn’t follow directions, but got the job done.  He was respected by many, hated by some, loved 
by most.   Instead of making enemies with the local leaders of countries he went to, he made friendships with 
them ,that kept him from getting into trouble.  That firefighter legacy lives on in his son-in-law and three 
grandchildren. 
He was real; he told it like it was.  He was known by many and those who didn’t get to actually meet him had 
heard of him.  He would give the shirt off his back sometimes to others even before his own family.  It was 
the many sacrifices he did years ago for others that were a part of his loss of life. 
He said one thing anyone can count on is that he would continue to save lives, stepping on toes if he had to 
and continue to serve the city by choice, no matter how many times he got knocked down or a wall put up in 
front of him.  His motto going into rescues and reason for not following the rules” I’d rather be tried by 12 
then carried by 6”.  He said this is not a job for heroes because heroes end up dead.  You need to know when 
to stop.  Despite his words, he does not know when enough is enough that is why he didn’t smoke 
occasionally but all the time, that is why he wants to keep digging when others want to stop.  Some say he 
was extraordinarily courageous or extraordinarily crazy, or both, but if there was fear in his heart, it didn’t 
show on his face.  He was Metro Dade’s Chesty Puller.  He left many foot prints and will be so very much 
missed.  I wish I had had more time to have been able to record and write down all his memories and stories, 
for now all I have are the many articles that have been written, and time that I did have with him.  
He is survived by his wife, 3 daughters, 4 grandchildren, 10 brothers and sisters and many nieces and 
nephews.   

Toni Jewett-Chavez 
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Announcements 
 
Jewett – Wiley Wedding 

 
Justin Brigham (JFA #24,358) married Monica Wiley on June 6, 2015 at 
Point Sebago Resort in Casco, Maine, located on scenic Lake Sebago.  
Justin is the son of Ranad J. Brigham, Jr (JFA #24,284) and Amy Brigham, 
and grandson of Ranald J. Brigham Sr. and Dorothy Jewett Brigham (JFA 
#24,224).  Justin and Monica met when Monica was looking for colleges.  
Justin was attending Plymouth State College, and his profile came up on 
Myspace when she looked at the college.  She e-mailed him and asked 
about the college.  She eventually enrolled at Plymouth and they became 
friends.  They became engaged in March 2014 during a short vacation in 
North Conway, for additional details and photos see the wedding website 
at:  http://www.theknot.com/wedding/Wiley-Brigham/view/5661324014599550/42279617 
 

Births 

 

Nora Marisa Francis born 5-7-15  7lbs 7 oz  21 inches long born at 
Southeast Georgia Health System.  Parents are Billy and Michelle (JFA 
#18,352) Francis. Michelle is daughter of Fernando Sainz (JFA #18,281) 
and Patricia Quiros.  Granddaughter to Antonia Trueba (JFA #18,229)  
Nora  was baptized 6-5-15 at St. Frances Cabrini in Savannah, Ga.  Her 
Godparents were Stephany Francis and Robert Francis. 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduation 

 

Lourdes Marquez, (18,300) Daughter to Pedro and Lucy (18,237) 
Marquez graduated 6-17-2015 from Miami International 
University of Art & Design with a Bachelors in Graphic Design. 
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 National Jewett Family Reunion 
 

Greg Jewett 
 
The 34th National Jewett Family Reunion is now in the books of the history of our family but it will be long 
remembered by all who attended.  There were many wonderful moments that brought emotions from laughter 
to tears.  All left having learned something new about our Jewett family and with a new relationship with one 
of our cousins. 
 Where does one begin to describe such a wonderful event?  Let’s start at the beginning.  The 
excitement started from the start at registration.  Each family attending received the new book “Early Jewett 
Gravestones in the Rowley Burial Ground” by Barbara Shaw and Bernice Mansir.  What a wonderful addition 
to our historical collection.  It is like going through a walking tour of our founding fathers burial ground.  It is 
full of color pictures of each gravestone and a map to find them.  Barbara and Bernice have dedicated a 
lifetime to our family’s burial ground and it is a treasure for them to share their knowledge.  Their passion was 
contagious and it was a special bonus when they autographed each copy. 
 During registration, all also enjoyed a display of 
Jewett items.  This included articles, books, and pictures 
of prominent Jewett members.  Featured were Jewett’s 
in the Civil War Lt. Erastus W. Jewett (medal of honor), 
Captain Richard H. L. Jewett (54th MA), and Lt. Charles 
Jewett, Jr. (54th MA); Jewett’s in literature John P. 
Jewett (publisher), Sarah Orne Jewett (author), and 
Kenneth W. Jewett (author); Jewett’s in industry 
Professor Frank Fanning Jewett (aluminum), Harry M. 
Jewett (Jewett automobile) and Sheldon & Savannah 
Jewett (Jewett bridges).  Also displayed were a picture 
and movies of our featured guest speaker Marta M. 
Mobley (producer/writer). 
 The room was then electrified by the arrival of our Jewett family member, movie producer and reunion 
speaker Marta.  Her positive attitude and outgoing personality is contagious and breathed extra life into our 
reunion.  She is eager to share family stories and learn about our heritage.  She met and started a friendship 
with each family member before being introduced at our opening ceremony. 

 At the opening ceremony, members were 
reminded that the statement of purpose recorded 
for our first reunion held in 1855 is still valid at 
this year’s reunion, “the object of the meeting will 
be to give an opportunity for mutual conference, 
and joyful greetings, for renewing and 
strengthening the bands of common brotherhood, 
and in particular, to adopt measures for obtaining 
such historical facts as will perfect the genealogy 
of the Jewett Family.”  Can you imagine the 
discussions at the first reunion?  John P. Jewett 
had just published his most famous work, Harriet 
Beecher Stowe’s “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” three years 
earlier and Dr. Charles Jewett was the most 
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popular national temperance speaker (and abolitionist).  We know they attended that first reunion.  Did Dr. 
Charles bring his two sons Charles Jr. (age 24) and Richard (age 21) who later served in the 54th 
Massachusetts Colored Troops unit?  Can you 
imagine the encouragement of conviction they must 
have received.  
 The first event on the venue was a tour of 
the beautiful Rowley Library.  There the twins 
(Barbara Shaw and Bernice Mansir) donated a copy 
of their new book and Marta donated DVD copies 
of several of her movies.  While at the library, the 
members were treated to the Special Collections 
room where a large portrait of Admiral David 
Jewett which was donated to the Jewett Family is on 
permanent loan to the library and a pendent with the 
Jewett crest is also on display.  Library Director, Pamela Jacobson, provided a tour of the library.  The next 
day, the Jewett display at registration was moved to the library for all library patrons to enjoy. 

 From the air conditioned library, the family moved to the 
heat of the outdoors and the Jewett Burial Ground.  The 
memorial service included a brief history of our founding 
brothers Joseph and Maximilian Jewett, the singing of the 
National Anthem and Amazing Grace, and the reading of the 
Jewett Boulder inscription.  The highlight of the ceremony was 
the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, Company A Re-
enactors serving as the honor guard presenting our National 
Colors and performing a gun salute to honor our ancestors. 
 During the Civil War, the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer 
Regiment became the Union Army’s first formally organized 
unit made up of free black men.  The valor these men displayed, 
led to the forming of other such units.  Among their ranks was 
Sergeant William Harvey Carney who was the first African 
American to be awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor.  
Captain Richard H. L. Jewett and Lieutenant Charles Jewett, Jr. 
served as white officers in the 54th MA.  
 Kathy Sutherby owner of the Village Pancake House 
opened her doors after her normal business hours to host a 

special dinner for the Jewett Family and their 54th 
Massachusetts guests.  The Village Pancake house is 
the home of Abraham Jewett built in circa 1660.  
Abraham Jewett was the nephew of Maximilian and 
Joseph Jewett and came to the new colony with his 
uncles and the rest of the Rev. Ezekiel Rogers group.  
After a delicious meal of generous proportions, the 
men of the 54th MA provided a wonderful discussion 
about their unit and their significance in our county’s 
history.  The 54th MA was made famous by the 
movie “Glory” starring Matthew Broderick, Cary 
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Elwes, Morgan Freeman and Denzel Washington.  In the movie the first weapons distributed to the troops was 
performed by the actor Morgan Freeman.  Captain Richard H. L. Jewett was the person who historically 
distributed the first weapons to the troops.  The Jewett family continued its fight for freedom with this historic 
moment. 
 The excitement of the reunion continued with our family member and movie producer Marta M. 
Mobley giving an inspirational talk.  Marta has an impressive resume.  In twenty years she has worked on 
over 65 independent film and television projects, developing or producing more than 40 films, 4 reality series 
and 2 drama series.  Her most famous film is “Amish Grace” produced for Lifetime Television.  This movie is 
the highest rated movie in Lifetime’s ten year history and winner of the Christopher Award.  In addition she 
produced “Secrets in the Walls” for Lifetime Television and three films for The Hallmark Channel, “Sea 
Harbor”, “Mrs. Washington Goes to Smith” and “Citizen Jane.”  The most impressive attribute of Marta is her 
recent quest to make inspirational and positive films.  Her quest can best be described in her own words: 
 

“My journey began 12 years ago after my first child was born and became a mother. As a successful 
media producer who helped to create some of the most gratuitously violent and degrading movies of 
all time, I was not aware of how the media I created might influence other people’s lives, especially 
my own children’s. 

Along my journey I came to realize–as I watched and experienced media from my children’s 
perspectives–how scary and unhealthy the bulk of our current media choices really are. That so many 
of the negative role models my children were watching on TV and in movies and reading in books, 
were not ones I would want them to emulate. The journey I have taken as media producer, mother, 
positive media advocate and now a writer, has inspired me to create what I believe are 
compelling stories with colorful characters who inspire and offer positive role models of what I would 
wish not only my children will be, but also all God’s children will be.” 

Thank you Marta for your inspirational talk. 
 Following Marta’s wonderful talk, the Jewett 
Family meeting was held including the singing of 
“Our Family Pledge” and “The Jewett’s Patriotic 
Song.”  No one broke the camera as the members 
gathered for a group photo in the front of the First 
Congregational Church of Rowley.  Following a 
light lunch, all went over for a tour of the Rowley 
Historical Society’s Platts Bradstreet House.  Many 
Jewett family artifacts are on display in this house 
and barn.  The house is one of the oldest original 
houses in Rowley. 
 The day concluded with the showing of the 
movie “Amish Grace” in the Community Room of 
the Rowley Library.  We took advantage of their 
new 80 inch screen TV and air conditioning.  Marta provided an introduction to the film and answered 
questions afterwards.  It is an inspirational movie about forgiveness based on a true story.  It is recommended 
to all.  At the conclusion of the movie, there was not a dry eye in the room.  The opportunity to ask questions 
of the producer was a special treat. 
 The Jewett Family Reunion concluded with a worship service on Sunday morning at the First 
Congregational Church of Rowley.  Rev. Bob Hagopian gave an inspirational message.  It was such an 
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appropriate way to end the reunion, worshipping with the descendants of Rev. Ezekiel Rogers congregation in 
the church building that Mark R. Jewett built in 1842. 
 Good-byes and thank you were passed around before the Jewett family dispersed to continue their 
impact on America.  Some went directly home but some took advantage of the Boston area and took in a 
baseball game in one of the most famous ballparks in the country.  Mark your calendars for our next reunion.  
If you did not attend, you missed something special. 
 Many thanks are due many people.  Our wonderful cousin Marta M. Mobley, Ted Loranz our JFA 
president, Esther Jewett for her photography, Barbara Shaw and Bernice Mansir for their new book, Johanna 
Jennings for sharing her musical talent, Rev. Bob Hagopian and the First Congregational Church for their 
hospitality, Joe Zellner and the 54th Massachusetts, Pamela Jacobson and the Rowley Library, Susan Hazen 
and the Rowley Historical Society, Kathy Sutherby of the Village Pancake House, Paula Simpson of Carry 
Out Café, and Philip Jewett and Julia Zelinsky for handling registration. 
 See you in five years for our next reunion in 2020.  Mark your calendars! 
 
 

A Connection to the Mass. 54
th

 

 
As noted earlier, a group of the re-enactors from the Massachusetts 54th Volunteer Infantry was present at the 
reunion to provide a color guard for the cemetery ceremony, and were then guests at the dinner that evening 

where a discussion of the Mass. 54th and Civil War practices in general 
took place.  The photo at left shows 1st Sgt. Gerard Grimes during a 
demonstration of the 5 steps required to load and fire a standard Civil 
war rifle.  As noted by members of the re-enactment group when the 
time came for the regiment to actually receive their weapons, it was Lt. 
Richard H. L. Jewett who actually dispensed the rifles to the men of the 
54th.   
1st Sgt. Gerard Grimes is a Boston school teacher and a member of the 
Civil war reenactment group making up Company A of the Mass. 54th, 
based in the Boston area.  Each of the members of the group represents 
a specific member of the Mass. 54th.  In the case of Sgt. Grimes, the 
person he represents Oliver Hazard.  The representation of Oliver 
Hazard is of highly relevant to Sgt. Grimes, as he is an actual  
descendant of Mr. Hazard.  It was an honor to have a descendant of one 
of the members of the Mass. 54th that actually served under Lt. R.H.L. 
Jewett in attendance. 
In regards to the Mass. 54th, their most famous battle was the attack on 
Fort Wagner, as dramatized in the movie “Glory”.  However, Oliver 
and his brother Nahum were not amongst the unit at that time. They 
enlisted after the Battle of Fort Wagner, when the Mass. 54th needed to 
replenish the positions opened up due to the resulting casualties.  

Instead the brothers both fought in the Battle of Olustee, Florida and at Honey Hill, South Carolina. During 
the battle of Olustee, Oliver was wounded in the leg, and he was on a train of wounded men which the men of 
the 54th pulled to Jacksonville, Florida, after it broke down. Oliver was wounded because the 54th didn’t get 
the call to retreat, and they even ran out of bullets. After the war ended, Oliver got married to Emeline Messer 
and moved to Leominster. Oliver was disabled but he still worked in his wife’s laundry. Oliver was honored 
by the Leominster Historical Society with a statue in Carter Park in 1998. 
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Discovering Unknown Cousins 
 

Family reunions provide a wonderful opportunity to become reacquainted with distant relatives, get to know 
new additions to the family, and perhaps to meet relatives or cousins that you did not know even existed.  
While the recently concluded Jewett Family of America national reunion provided an opportunity for all of 
these, I would like to focus on the discovery of unknown relatives.  Among the reunion attendees was Marta 
Mobley, also a featured presenter during the reunion.  Casual conversations with her during the reunion 
revealed her recent discovery of her Jewett heritage.  Marta grew up in Nebraska, and eventually left to attend 
college in California, leaving the rest of the family back in the Midwest.  The primary genealogist in Marta’s 
family was her mother, Phyllis Jeanne Jewett.  Marta related that he mother would often write up to 20 letters 
a week, keeping in touch with various relatives and distant cousins.  However, her mother never really shared 
her findings with anyone, keeping her work more or less as a personal hobby.  Following her passing the 
family back in the Midwest oversaw the disposition of the estate while Marta continued to reside in 
California.  About 20 years later Marta’s sister, Kathy Mobley, died suddenly, and Marta returned to help 
settle the estate.  To Marta’s surprise, her sister had a storage locker that she had been renting for the past 20 
years.  On opening the storage locker Marta found it filled with boxes upon boxes of her mother’s genealogy 
research and correspondence. 
 
After transferring all of the records back to her home in California, Marta began going through the boxes and 
digitizing the material.  Among the items Marta discovered in the collection were past copies of the Jewett 
Family of America newsletters.  It was the discovery of the newsletters that eventually put her in touch with 
Greg Jewett and brought her to the national reunion.  In addition to meeting attendees from various branches 
of the family, Marta also discovered somewhat more closely related cousins.  It turns out that among the 
boxes of old correspondence was a stack of letters received from Barbara Jewett in Dubuque, Iowa, my 
mother.  While I knew that my mother was heavily involved in genealogy and trying to maintain links to all 
the varied lines on each side of the family; Jewett, O’Brien, Guns and Eisbach, I did not have a close 
connection to it before she died, and I acquired all of her material.  Unlike Marta’s mother, my mother 
retained only a small fraction of the correspondences from her various contacts, so I remain unfamiliar with 
the previous network of genealogy contacts my mother maintained. 
 
The connection between our family lines, as shown on the next page, goes back to Abel Jewett in Johnstown, 
Ohio.  I am descended from his son Nathan Jewett, who settled in Monmouth, Iowa (between Dubuque and 
Davenport), while Marta is descended from another son Timothy Jewett, who relocated to Indianola, Iowa 
(south of Des Moines).   
 
While that might seem to be a singular lucky encounter,  Marta and I also met up with Robert Jewett from 
Virginia, another descendent of Abel Jewett.  Along with other Revolutionary War veterans, Abel was later 
given land in Johnstown, Ohio, where he and his wife Sarah Dwinnel lived and raised several children, who 
led to the many Jewett descendents from the Midwest, including the three of us.  If any readers want to visit 
Johnstown to see Abel's headstone, be sure to also visit the Hot Spot Coffee Shop and have some delicious 
food at Route 62 Barbeque.  
 
It just goes to show, you never know who you will run into at a family reunion. 
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Brief genealogies for both Marta and Robert are as follows: 
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Robert Jewett 

 
• Ezekiel Jewett (JFA #354) married Hannah Platts 

o Abel Jewett (JFA #922) married Sarah Dwinnel 

� William McKinzey Jewett, born 1794, died 1877, married Nancy Wilson, born 1797, 

died 1872. 

• William Jewett, Jr., born 1819, died 1891, married Mary Elisabeth Farmer, 

born 1826, died 1872. 

o Timothy Jewett, born 1858, died 1932, married Alena Dear, born 

1862, died 1940. 

� Roy Loren Jewett, born 1901, died 1970, married Mildred 

Prichard, born 1902, died, 1957 

• Robert Jewett, born 1945 

 

Marta Mobley 
 

• Ezekiel Jewett (JFA #354) married Hannah Platts 

o Abel Jewett (JFA #922) married Sarah Dwinnel 

� Abel Jewett (JFA #1,965) married Susanna Munson 

• Rev. Timothy Jewett (JFA #3,791) married Harriet Follett 

o Albert Follett Jewett, born 1851, married Mahala Ann Robert 

� Edward Thomas Jewett, born 1899, married Leona Martha 

Lortz 

• Phyllis Jeanne Jewett, born 1924, married Everett 

Raymond Mobley 

o Martha Mobley 

 
Reunion Errata 

 
Marta Mobley has asked to put a reminder in the newsletter about creating a Jewett cookbook.  To date, not 
very many recipes have been submitted.  If you have something that your family used to make as a special 
treat or a holiday favorite please consider sharing it with the rest of the family.  We will continue to take all 
recipes through early next year, and will let you know where everything stands in the first newsletter.  Recipes 
can be submitted to either Martha or myself as follows: 
 
Marta Mobley:  martamm@att.net 
 
Thomas Jewett:  tjewett.geo@yahoo.com 
Or 
525 Oak Hill Drive 
Sayre, PA 18840 
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Everyone who attended the family reunion received a copy of the book: 
Early Jewett Gravestones in the Rowley Burial Ground, by Barbara 
Shaw and Bernice Mansir.  They also had the chance to have their books 
signed by the authors.  But in case you were unable to attend fear not, 
copies of the book are still available.  They are available for purchase for 
$25 + $5 Shipping. 
 
If interested, send a request for the book and a check to: 
 

Ted Loranz 
114 West Street, 

Medway, MA 02053 
 

 
 
 

 
 

In addition to the book, another item being offered is a Jewett calendar.  Greg Jewett, is offering to put 
together a Jewett calendar for 2016.  He has indicated that he will take orders for the next couple of months 
and then place an order.  If interested, please contact Greg and let him know how many you would like.  After 
all, Christmas is right around the corner.  Greg’s contact information can be found on page 3 of this 
newsletter. 
 
 
Lastly, other Jewett merchandise can be purchased from the Zazzle site.  In addition to the previous items, 
such as t-shirts, coffee mugs, caps and canvas bags, playing cards and a ceramic Christmas ornament have 
now been added. All the available items are displayed on www.jewett.org and you can order them from there 
using the link provided. These are perfect for those holiday or other special gifts. As an incentive to purchase 
these items, the JFA earns 10% of everything sold.  
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